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Please plan to attend the Thurs. 8/10/2023 – 

Roundtable Meeting at Falls Church Presbyterian 

Church (7:30 pm) 

No Roundtable meeting in July. 

 

  

USEFUL LINKS: 

NCAC Council Web site   National BSA     

GMD Web Site     GMD Upcoming Events   

GMD Roundtable (PW:  GMDRT)  GMD Training 

National Order of the Arrow     wipit470.org   

Pay OA Dues 

 

  

 

 

Welcome to this edition of the George 

Mason District Press. We e-mail this out 

bi-monthly to the BSA registered leaders 

in George Mason District; unit leaders and 

merit badge counselors – those who have 

their current YPT. 

George Mason District Leadership and its 

youth appreciate all of the hard work and 

commitment you provide to the youth of 

our community.  

Thank you. 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/
https://www.scouting.org/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/upcoming-events/district-events-listing/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/district-resources/roundtable/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/training/
https://oa-bsa.org/
https://wipit470.org/index.html
https://wipit470.org/dues.html
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NCAC sent the below information to all NCAC Key 3 for all Units. 

It is important you read this NCAC announcement.  

 

 

 

June 30, 2023 

Your National Capital Area Council (NCAC) fulfills BSA’s mission, “To prepare young people to make ethical 
and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law.”  

NCAC works tirelessly to deliver a safe and high-quality Scouting program to our families in a cost-effective 
manner. Today it annually costs $240.00 per youth to deliver this quality Scouting program. 

In prior years, NCAC has subsidized 100% of this cost through corporate donations, major gifts, foundations, 
fundraising events, board donations, and our Family Friends of Scouting campaign. However, in recent years, 
the combination of a steady decline in participation in our Family Friends of Scouting and the volunteer and 
professional costs required to maintain this campaign has made it impractical to continue this model. 

After an intensive 18-month strategic planning process, NCAC’s volunteer Executive Board determined that our 
Scouts would be better served by a local Council Participation Fee that would provide consistent revenue and 
be more equitable to those who support our Scouts. Nationwide, we have seen many other local councils 
successfully transition to a similar fee, while achieving membership growth. 

Beginning January 1, 2024, an annual Council Participation Fee of $80.00 will be assessed to all youth 
participating in Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturing, and Sea Scouts programs. 

• For Scouts currently registered, the Council Participation Fee will be collected as part of your unit’s next 
annual re-registration, often referred to as “rechartering.”  

• Families with three (3) or more Scouts will be capped at paying three (3) Participation Fees. 
• Scouts participating in more than one program will pay one (1) Participation Fee. 
• No youth will be turned away for an inability to pay the Participation Fee. NCAC has always 

provided financial assistance when needed and will continue to do so. 

Additional information about the Participation Fee, including a guide, one-page overview, and FAQ, is available 
on the NCAC website at: NCACBSA.ORG/PARTICIPATION-FEE. 

Please click to view this short video message by Participation Fee Committee Chair, JP Morgan. 

 
 

The Scouting movement continues to grow across the National Capital Area Council and we are thankful for 
your ongoing support. 

Yours in Scouting, 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=7086019&msgid=297837&act=ZT9V&c=1518147&pid=1671375&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncacbsa.org%2Fparticipation-fee%3Futm_source%3DiContact%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnational-capital-area-council-bsa%26utm_content%3DStrategic%2BPlan%2BFee%2BAnnouncement%2BJUNE%2B30%2B2023&cf=7207&v=ebbcf24d0492317bb25f6f456a7c74d5e17625ca022c2d781c62b2750c70a682


  
 

3 
 

 George Mason District Press 
July/August 2023 

 

“ Life without adventure would be deadly dull.” Baden-Powell 

 

 

 

Please click to view this short video message by Participation Fee Committee Chair, JP Morgan.  

 

 

The Scouting movement continues to grow across the National Capital Area Council and we are thankful 
for your ongoing support. 

Yours in Scouting, 
 
Council President Morgan H. Sullivan 
Council Commissioner Julia Mae-Shen Lesko 
Scout Executive/CEO Mario A. Pèrez 
 

 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=7086019&msgid=297837&act=ZT9V&c=1518147&pid=1671375&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FXj4Cdg5kTT4&cf=7207&v=3419a3ba07273d2e2ccec53a4d77ddcc1cf1e8a0084e8409422b4f4d1938d9f0
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Please Note: Cubmasters, Scoutmasters, Unit Committee Chairs, and 
New Member Coordinators must be fully trained by November 

2023.  Those who are not fully trained will be dropped at recharter.  Any 
dropped Key 3 member will impact the unit’s ability to recharter. 

Calendar of Events – Links included if available 

July 2023: 

07/02-08/2023 – Lenhok’sin High Adventure, Goshen Scout Reservation, Goshen, VA. 

Lenhok'sin 2023 

07/06-09/2023 Cub Scout Resident Weekend Camp, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA. 

www.gotosnyder.org 

07/10-14/2023 Cub Scout Day Camp, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA. www.gotosnyder.org 

07/13-16/2023 Cub Scout Resident Weekend Camp, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA. 

www.gotosnyder.org 

07/16/2023 – 07/22/2023 – Camp Snyder Specialty Week (Merit Badges), Haymarket, VA.  

07/19-28/2023 – BSA 2023 National Jamboree, The Summit Bechtel Reserve, WV, 

https://www.facebook.com/NatJamboree23/ 

07/16/2023 - Citizenship in Society Merit Badge Required Training, Fairfax, VA (see below) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4CAFA72BA5F94-citizenship1 

07/23-28/2023 – National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) Course 23-4, Camp Snyder, 

Haymarket, VA.  WWW.myNYLT.org 

07/23-28/2023 – National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) Course 23-5, Camp Snyder, 

Haymarket, VA.  WWW.myNYLT.org 

 

 

 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/training/required-training/
https://weownadventure.com/backpacking-trek-looking-for-campers/
http://www.gotosnyder.org/
http://www.gotosnyder.org/
http://www.gotosnyder.org/
https://www.gotosnyder.org/summer-camp/specialty-week/
https://www.facebook.com/NatJamboree23/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4CAFA72BA5F94-citizenship1
http://www.mynylt.org/
http://www.mynylt.org/
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Calendar of Events(cont.) – Links included if available 

August 2023: 

08/10/2023 – Roundtable Meeting at Falls Church Presbyterian Church (7:30 pm), Falls 

Church, VA 

08/16-18/2023 – Lodge Summer Ordeal, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

September 2023: 

09/08-10/2023 & 10/07-08/2023 Wood Badge Fall 2023 Course NCAC Wood Badge 

09/08-10/2023 - OA Fall Fellowship, Camp Goshen, Goshen, VA 
 

09/09/2023 – Training For Outdoor Ethics Guides, Brandywine, MD 2:30-4:30 Saturday 

9/9/2023 at 2:30-4:30   

09/14/2023 – Roundtable, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va  

09/22/2023 – 2023 NCAC Golf Classic, Twin Lakes Golf Course, Clifton, VA 

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/6456 

09/23/2023 & 10/21-22/2023 – BCOLS Training – see flyer below 

09/23/2023 – Scouts Night – Nationals vs Atlanta Braves, 1:05pm, Nationals Park 

09/23/2023 – Life to Eagle Seminar, St James Catholic Church, Falls Church, VA 

09/23/2023 – Paddle Craft Safety (Still Water), Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

09/24/2023 – Paddle Craft Safety (Moving Water), Riley’s Lock, MD 

09/28/2023 – 10/01/2023 – VA Central Ordeal, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ncacbsa.org/woodbadge
https://scoutingevent.com/082-69066
https://scoutingevent.com/082-69066
https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/6456
https://www.mlb.com/nationals/tickets/specials/scout-days
https://scoutingevent.com/082-70702
https://www.ncacbsa.org/aquatics-committee/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/aquatics-committee/
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Calendar of Events(cont.) – Links included if available 

October 2023: 

10/06/2023 – 10/09/2023 – Climb-o-ree 

10/12/2023 – Roundtable, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va  

10/16/2023 & 10/21/2023 – Leave No Trace Trainer Course, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 
https://scoutingevent.com/082-66417 

10/20/2023 – 10/22/2023 – Fall Camporee, Camp Rock Enon, Gore, VA 

10/21-22/2023 – Jamboree on the Air/Jamboree on the Internet (JOTA/JOTI) 

10/27-/29/2023 – Hike-o-ree 
10/27-29/2023 – Spooktacular Fall Festival at Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 
https://scoutingevent.com/082-70773 

10/28/2023 – Scouting for Food Distribute Notice Tags 

10/30/2023 – All Units submit 2023 Journey to Excellence forms to their Unit Commissioners 

November 2023: 

11/01/2023 – 2023-2024 OA Election Season Opens  

11/04/2023 – Scouting for Food Collection 

11/05/2023 – Veterans Day Flags In, National Memorial Park, Falls Church, VA 

11/09/2023 – Scout Expo/Roundtable, 7:00 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

11/11/2023 – Veterans Day Flags IN, National Memorial Park, Falls Church, VA 

11/25/2023 – 5K Trot & Ride at Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA  
https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/6529 

 

 

 

 

https://scoutingevent.com/082-66417
https://scoutingevent.com/082-70773
https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/6529
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Calendar of Events(cont.) – Links included if available 

December 2023: 

12/xx/2023 – Peace Light Distribution 

12/03/2023 – Training For Outdoor Ethics Guides, Brandywine, MD 2:30-4:30 Sunday 

12/3/2023 at 2:30-4:30 

12/06-07/2023 – OA Trade-O-REE, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

2024: 
 
03/09/2024 – Commissioner College 
 
05/04/2024 – 19th NCAC Scout Orienteering Meet, PWD, Triangle, VA 

 

 

 

 

 

https://scoutingevent.com/082-69067
https://scoutingevent.com/082-69067
https://scoutingevent.com/082-2024ScoutOrienteering
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Chair’s Chat 

“Summertime and the living is easy”. “Hot time, summer in the city”. 

“School’s out for summer”. However, you say it or sing it summer is 

here, school is out, and the heat is on. After visiting with lots of Packs 

and Troops this spring I know there are many great summer Scouting 

plans ahead. Day camp, resident camp, Philmont, Sea Base, National 

Jamboree and many more. This is the time for great experiences and 

lifetime memories Go have a great time. 

When you think about all those great scouting experiences, don’t you 

want to share them with more scouts and scout families? That is what 

Scouting membership is all about, sharing the fun and values. Packs, 

Troops and Crews will be running Join Scouting nights and open 

houses to sign up new members later this summer and fall but each of 

us plays a big part in membership as well. Many people join Scouts 

because someone asks them to, or they have a friend in Scouts. Be a 

friend and ask someone or everyone to join.  

There is so much potential. Only about 1 in 40 youth is in Cub Scouts and 1 in 25 youth are in Scouts BSA. The 

ratio is even greater among girls and minorities. We have a huge opportunity to grow our Packs, Troops, and 

Crews. All we need to do is ask. Share your Scouting goals, memories and adventures and invite others to join 

you and your family on your Scouting adventure. 

Have a great summer. Enjoy your Scout trips and family vacations. Happy trails! 

 

Yours in Scouting, 

John Kilduff – George Mason District Chair 

George Mason District Chair - 732-610-4284                           
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George Mason District Executive’s Chat 

 

 

 

I’m hoping July was great for everyone and I can’t wait to see everyone in August refreshed and ready to recruit 

and sell popcorn! 

Yours in Scouting, 

Liz Kohler | George Mason District Executive 

NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL 

Boy Scouts of America 

Serving youth in Fairfax City, Falls Church, & Vienna 

9190 Rockville Pike  

Bethesda, MD 20814 

(301) 214-9147 



  
 

10 
 

 George Mason District Press 
July/August 2023 

 

“ Life without adventure would be deadly dull.” Baden-Powell 

  National BSA Annual Fees – Goes to BSA National 

(NCAC Council Participation Fees announced on June 30) 

Effective August 1, 2023, the BSA will implement the following national membership fees which were 
approved by the National Executive Committee: 

• $80 for Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturing and Sea Scouting participants ($5 increase) 
• $60 for all adult volunteers ($15 increase to provide general liability insurance and enhanced 

background checks) 
• $25 one-time joining fee for new program participants in Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturing, 

and Sea Scouting (Not prorated and no change in fee) 
• $30 for Scoutreach (Not prorated) 
• $25 for Merit Badge Counselors (New Fee applies only for Merit Badge Counselors not already 

registered as leaders) 
• $50 for Exploring participants Youth & Adult ($5 increase) 
• $100 for a unit charter/affiliation fee (no change in fee) 
• $15 for Scout Life magazine 

 

New Annual Membership Fee Process Announced – BSA Will No Longer Prorate Fees for New Members 
beginning August 1, 2023 

• Beginning August 1, 2023, all new youth and adult members who join Scouting will be enrolled in 
a 12-month membership cycle and BSA will cease prorating fees. Both youth and adults will pay 
the full annual membership fee and will renew their membership on the anniversary date of 
joining Scouting. All proration of membership fees will be eliminated. Each registered member of 
the BSA will receive an email notification with a registration renewal link beginning 60 days 
before the anniversary date they joined Scouting. Unit leaders will receive a copy of the email 
and should stay engaged in the membership renewal process just like rechartering. 

• It is important to note, existing members will renew their membership during their normal 
registration/recharter cycle through March 2024. Moving forward all members will renew on 
their anniversary date. 

• Existing members’ Anniversary date will be their unit recharter month. 
• New members’ Anniversary date will be the month they joined. 
• This new process will help streamline the rechartering and membership renewal process for 

units and councils. Additional information on this membership renewal process will be 
forthcoming in the very near future. 

 

These are funds that go directly to NSA National – NONE of these fees go to 
NCAC. 
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Unit Key-3 Training needed for Re-charter 

Scout units whose Cubmaster, Scoutmaster, Venturing Crew Advisor, Committee Chairman, Chartering 

Organization Representative, or New Member Coordinator are not fully “Trained” will NOT be allowed 

to re-charter at the end of 2023. 

To be fully Trained for Committee Chairman, Chartering Organization Representative, and New 

Member Coordinator requires current Youth Protection Training (YPT) and completion of specific on-

line courses found at My.Scouting.org. (YPT expires after 2 years.  The other on-line training for these 

jobs does not expire.) 

To be fully Trained for Cubmaster: 

• Requires current Youth Protection Training (YPT). 
• Completion of Cubmaster specific training course available on-line at My.Scouting.org.  (This 

course is also available in-person at various places and on various dates around the Council.) This 
course does not expire. 

• Completion of the Hazardous Weather Course.  This course is only available on-line at 
My.Scouting.org.  It expires after 2 years. 

To be fully Trained for Scoutmaster: 

• Requires current Youth Protection Training (YPT). 
• Completion of Scoutmaster specific training course available on-line at My.Scouting.org.  (This 

course is  also available in-person at various places and on various dates around the Council.) This 
course does not expire. 

• Completion of the Hazardous Weather Course.  This course is only available on-line at 
My.Scouting.org.  It expires after 2 years. 

• Completion of Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills (IOLS).  This course is an in-person class 
only.  It requires an overnight camping experience. It is available at various places and on dates 
around the Council.  It May be available at some summer camps.  It does not expire. 
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Unit Key-3 Training needed for Re-charter (cont.) 

 To be fully Trained for Venturing Crew Advisor: 

• Requires current Youth Protection Training (YPT). 
• Completion of Venturing Crew Advisor specific training course available on-line at 

My.Scouting.org.  (This course is also occasionally available in-person at various places and on 
various dates around the Council.) This course does not expire. 

• Completion of the Hazardous Weather Course.  This course is only available on-line at 
My.Scouting.org.  It expires after 2 years. 

  

Don’t wait until the last minute to schedule your training, get started on it today!   On-line courses 

are at your convenience. 

 It wouldn’t hurt to get your Assistant Scoutmasters and Assistant Cubmasters trained, as they will 

be required to be trained in 2024. 

Please contact me if I can be of assistance. 

  

YIS, 

Roy De Lauder 

Training Chairman, George Mason District 

NCAC 
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Training 
Local NCAC Leadership Training:  GMD Training 

Cubmasters, Scoutmasters, Unit Committee Chairs, and New 
Member Coordinators must be fully trained by November 
2023.  Those who are not fully trained will be dropped at 
recharter.  Any dropped Key 3 member will impact the unit’s 
ability to recharter. 
 

Cub Scout:  

• Cub Leader Position Specific (C40) 
o Available on-line (117 min) 

• Cub Scout Den Leader Specific (C42) 
o Available on-line (125 min) 

• Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation (BALOO;C32) – BALOO consists of two 
sessions, an online portion (https://my.scouting.org, Menu, My Training, Cub Scouts, 
Catalog, search on BALOO) that takes 35 minutes and a hands-on overnight 
session.  The overnight sessions are listed below.  

o 06/17/2023 – 06/18/2023 – Lorton, VA 

Scout: 

• Scoutmaster Position Specific Training(S24) 
o Available on-line (192 min) 

• Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills (IOLS; S11) 
o Goshen Summer Camp will offer IOLS – Check with the Camp Director 

• Back Country Outdoor Leadership Skills (BCOLS) 
o 09/23/2023 (Alexandria, VA) & 10/21/2023-10/22/2023 (Markham, VA) 

Chartering Organization Representative (CR; D72) 

• Available on-line (48 min) 

District: 

• Commissioners 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/training/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/training/required-training/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-67316
https://my.scouting.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-70527
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o Available on-line (305 min) 

Miscellaneous: 

Climbing Level 1 Instructor Training 

• 09/16/2023 – 09/17/2023 – Sugarloaf Mountain, Urbana, MD 
• 09/23/2023 – 09/24/2023 – Great Falls Park, McLean, VA 

Community Emergency Response Training 

• Fairfax County CERT training – take your Emergency Prep to the next level by 
attending the CERT – Contact: Jeffrey Katz (Volunteer Liaison, 703-246-3926) 

Den Chief Training (C31) 

• Available on-line 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Scouting 

•  Available on-line (30 min) 

First Aid/CPR/AED 

• Campaign Pay It Forward (30% discount – use code “Scouts”) 
• American Red Cross – Blended Courses (2.5 hr online, 1.75 hr classroom) 
• Stop the Bleed– How to stop bleeding in a severely injured person 
• Until Help Arrives 
• (See Wilderness First Aid) 

Life-to-Eagle Seminar 

• 09/23/2023 – Life to Eagle Seminar 

Mental Health First Aid – Understand mental illnesses, seek timely intervention, 
and save lives 

• Various 

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT; S78) 

• 07/23/2023 – 07/28/2023 – Session 23-4 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

https://my.scouting.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-67000
https://scoutingevent.com/082-67000
https://fairfaxcountycert.org/
mailto:fire.cert@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://my.scouting.org/
https://training.scouting.org/courses/SCO_1800
https://campaignpayitforward.com/booking/
https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/cpr/cpr-training/cpr-certification
https://www.stopthebleed.org/
https://www.acep.org/uha/take-a-course/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-70702
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-board/training/mental-health-first-aid
https://www.ncacbsa.org/national-youth-leadership-training/
http://www.mynylt.org/
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• 07/23/2023 – 07/28/2023 – Session 23-5 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 
Outdoor Ethics/Leave No Trace (D78) 

• 09/09/2023 – Brandywine, MD 
• 12/03/2023 – Brandywine, MD 
• Outdoor Ethics Newsletter 

Powder Horn (P50) 

• 08/17/2023 – 08/20/2023 – Newburg, MD 

Science Technology Engineering & Mathematics (STEM)/NOVA 

• Scouting at Home – STEM 
• NOVA Awards to do at home 
• STEM in Scouting – Online Activities 
• STEM Scouts – YouTube Channel 
• STEM Scouts – Facebook Channel 
• NASA STEM 
• Scout Life – Science Fun! 

University of Scouting 

• 02/24/2024  (2023 Course Materials available on Basecamp) 

Wood Badge (A90) 

• 09/08/2023 – 09/10/2023 & 10/07/2023-10/08/2023 

Youth Protection Training (YPT) 

•  Online (72 minutes) 

 

 

Local NCAC Leadership Training:  GMD Training 

STEM Events 

Merit Badge Opportunities 

• 07/16/2023 – 07/22/2023 – Camp Snyder Specialty Week, Haymarket, VA 
• 09/09/2023 – Americanism MB Workshop, Fredericksburg, VA 

 

http://www.mynylt.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-69068
https://scoutingevent.com/082-69069
https://scoutingevent.com/082-65171
https://www.scouting.org/topics/scouting-at-home/scouting-at-home-stem/
https://bsastemnova.org/resources-for-units
https://bsastemnova.org/online-resources
https://www.youtube.com/user/STEMScouts
https://www.facebook.com/watch/STEMScoutsATX/
https://www.nasa.gov/stem#.Xo5fuabyOEY.facebook
https://scoutlife.org/tag/science/
https://3.basecamp.com/3958009/buckets/25194874/vaults/4402534141
https://scoutingevent.com/082-Fall2023
https://www.ncacbsa.org/youth-protection-program/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/training/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-SnyderMBWeek23
https://scoutingevent.com/082-69340


  
 

18 
 

 George Mason District Press 
July/August 2023 

 

“ Life without adventure would be deadly dull.” Baden-Powell 

 

The Citizenship in Society MB requires that Counselors attend a NCAC approved course before becoming 

an MBC for this MB. 

The George Mason District is offering a Citizenship in Society MB class.  This class is for those who want to 

become an MBC for this MB.  Those who are already an MBC for this MB who wish to share their experiences 

may also attend.  This class is being opened up to the other Districts. 

• WHEN:                  Sunday, July 16, 2023 4 pm to 6 pm. 

• WHERE:                American Legion Post 177, 3939 Oak St., Fairfax, VA 22030 

• REGISTER:            https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4CAFA72BA5F94-citizenship1  

• The class size is limited to 30. 

• There is no charge to attend. 

• The class is in-person only.  

                                  

Questions - contact Margee Egan (GM.MB.Dean@hotmail.com ) or Roy De Lauder 

(eaglescout.roy@cox.net ) 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4CAFA72BA5F94-citizenship1
mailto:GM.MB.Dean@hotmail.com
mailto:eaglescout.roy@cox.net
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https://scoutingevent.com/082-70527 

QUESTIONS? 

For information about specific courses, contact Course Coordinator, Shawn 
Carroll at Shawn.carroll@yahoo.com . 

 

 

https://scoutingevent.com/082-70527
http://Shawn.carroll@yahoo.com/
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Powder Horn 2023 

17 - 20 August 2023 

Camp St Charles 

15375 Stella Maris Dr 

  Newberg, MD 20664 

  

Like the powder horn used as a vessel to carry gunpowder in the days long gone, in 
Scouting, Powder Horn is the vessel to sustain the spirit of the outdoors in our youth 
today. Along with the spirit of the outdoors, you will also gather knowledge to share, 
motivate and direct youth. Powder Horn will give you the necessary skills to oversee 
a high adventure program. It will also help you identify local resources for your 
group’s program. 

PRE-REQUISITES: 

• Must be a registered adult or youth member of the Boy Scouts of America, 
within the Scouts BSA, Venturing, or Sea Scout Program. 

• Youth must be 14 years of age (or have joined a Venturing crew if 13 years of 
age and completed eighth grade). 

• Youth must have completed the unit’s version of leadership training 
(Introduction to Leadership Skills for Troops, Ships, or Crews, etc.) and 
National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) is highly recommended for youth 
participants. 

• All adult participants must be fully trained for their program and position, to 
include a valid Youth Protection Training certificate which covers the course 
dates.  

• All participants must complete the Hazardous Weather training, Safety Afloat 
and Safe Swim Defense, Climb on Safely online, and Drive Safely 
through My.Scouting.org prior to the course. 

• Meet the physical requirements contained in the Annual Health and Medical 
Record physical in a back-country environment (Forms A, B, and C). 

Course Coordinator: Chris Cooper, christopher@cooper3000.com  

https://scoutingevent.com/082-65171 

 

 

http://christopher@cooper3000.com/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-65171
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https://scoutingevent.com/082-66417 

 

https://scoutingevent.com/082-66417
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Saturday 9/9/2023 at 2:30-4:30   

Sunday 12/3/2023 at 2:30-4:30 

 

https://scoutingevent.com/082-69066
https://scoutingevent.com/082-69067
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Camp Snyder Turkey Trot & Ride 

November 25, 2023 

Located at Camp Snyder on 6100 Antioch Road, Haymarket, VA 20169 

5K starts at 9 a.m., and bike ride starts at 1 p.m. 

Sponsorships: 

$1,000 - Premier Sponsorship (limited 3 sponsors) - Large company logo on either the front or back of the race 
shirt, or logo on the drawstring bag 

$750 - Sleeve/Sock Sponsorship (limited 3 sponsors) - Company logo on either side of the sleeve or company logo 
on the race socks 

$500 - Race & Ride Sponsorship (limited 6 sponsors) - Medium company logo on either the front or back of the 
race shirt below the large logo 

$150 - Vendor Sponsorship (limited 12 sponsors) - Booth spot at the social gathering area to advertise company or 
product 

All sponsors will receive two optional spots to fill for biking and racing. Please write a note for which sponsorship 
you are purchasing. 

Tickets 

• $35 - 5K entry fee 

• $35 - Bike Ride entry fee 

Please write a note for the number of tickets you are purchasing or if a portion of payment is an extra donation. 

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/6529 

 

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/6529
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  2023 Journey to Excellence – NEW INFO from BSA 

https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/ 

Journey to Excellence is the Boy Scouts of America program to help Packs, Troops, Crews, Ships and Posts to 

plan, monitor and evaluate their performance and their ability to serve youth.   There are specific criteria for the 

unit to plan and accomplish. These standards are reviewed each year and revised standards are published. 

The 2023 Journey to Excellence Standards are now available. 

Here are the major changes in the JTE scorecards for 2022. 

1. The standards are written as activities that the unit will do. This is to emphasize that JTE is primarily a planning tool. 
2. The Cub Scout scorecard has many changed standards. This is because of changes in the Cub Scout program. 
3. For standard #10, Gold now includes recruiting a new leader. We have found that the best units continually recruit 

parents and other adults who have never been involved in Scouting. 

There is no requirement, no expectation and, in fact, we might discourage a unit from believing that they should 

achieve Gold in all JTE criteria.  A great unit is balanced in the service that it provides to youth. There is no shame 

and no problem if a unit achieves Silver or Bronze. That unit is serving youth. We regard the various colors as 

meaning: 

Bronze – Effective 

Silver – Excellent 

Gold – Exceptional 

Please share with us your thoughts about JTE and any suggestions that you have for improvement. Please sent 

them to jte@scouting.org 

National Assessment and Evaluation Committee 

Boy Scouts of America 

 
2023 JTE Unit Scorecards (PDF) links: 

• Pack Scorecard (2023) 
• Troop Scorecard (2023)  

 

https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/
mailto:jte@scouting.org
https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/unit/
https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/unit/
https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2023-JTE-Pack-Spreadsheet-Cub-ScoutFinal.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-JTE-Troop-ScorecardFinal.pdf
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Merit Badge Program 

 

The Scouting BSA is a movement dedicated to supplementing and enlarging the education 
of youth. As a vital part of the BSA’s advancement plan, the merit badge program is one of 
Scouting’s basic character-building tools and plays a key role in the fulfillment of this 
educational commitment. There are over 100 different merit badges in the program.  
Upcoming events will be listed below: 

• Online Merit Badge Courses - Watch video, fill out workbook, contact Counselor 
• Parktakes (select "Scouts" from the Category of Activity) 
• MeritBadge.Info - Various MB Days throughout the country 
• Fly Fishing Merit Badge Program, Northern Virginia 
• Merit Badges Scouts can complete at Home 

Current Merit Badge Counselors and Guidelines: 
The current roster of merit badge counselors is provided periodically to the Scoutmaster 
of each troop.  If a scout needs information about a specific merit badge, the scout can 
contact their troop leadership or the George Mason Merit Badge Dean (note emails 
should include two adults - no one-on-one contact for electronic media). 

To become a Merit Badge Counselor: 

You can apply online here (note, please ensure you have a current YPT before filling out 
application).  When you are done with the application, send the MB Dean your list of MBs 
using the Merit Badge Counselor Information Sheet.   

Any questions or concerns please contact the District's Merit Badge Dean: 

Margee Egan at margee.egan@gmail.com 

 

https://www.hoac-bsa.org/scoutconnect
https://fairfax.usedirect.com/fairfaxfcpaweb/Activities/Search.aspx
http://meritbadge.info/
http://www.ncacbsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/BSA-Flier.pdf
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2020/03/20/merit-badges-for-social-distancing/
https://my.scouting.org/VES/OnlineReg/1.0.0/?tu=UF-MB-082gm23
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34405.pdf
mailto:gm.mb.dean@hotmail.com
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For over 100 years, the Order of the Arrow (OA) has recognized Scouts and Scouters who 
best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives. This recognition provides 
encouragement for others to live these ideals as well. Arrowmen are known for maintaining 
camping traditions and spirit, promoting year-round and long-term resident camping, and 
providing cheerful service to others. OA service, activities, adventures, and training for youth 
and adults are models of quality leadership development and programming that enrich and 
help to extend Scouting to America's youth. 

The Mission and Purpose of the Order of the Arrow (Click for more info) 

The Order of the Arrow was founded in 1915 to serve a useful purpose: to cause the Scout 
Oath and Law to spring into action in all parts of the nation. To this day, the Order is 
dedicated to this high purpose. 

History of the Order  (Click for more info) 

The Order of the Arrow has a rich history spanning 100 years, from its beginnings at a Boy 
Scout summer camp to its present role as a part of the Scouting program. 

Organization & Structure  (Click for more info) 

The Order of the Arrow has over 150,000 members nationwide. Although the Order of the 
Arrow is a thing of the spirit, there are several layers of organization, each with its own role. 

Membership Requirements and the Inductions Process  (Click for more info) 

Learn about the requirements to become an Arrowman, the induction process, and the levels 
of memberships within the Order. 

Leadership  (Click for more info) 

The Order of the Arrow is led by youth leadership (national chief, national vice chief), the 
national Order of the Arrow chairman, the OA director and the OA associate direction. In 
addition, the national Order of the Arrow committee provides direction for the yearly program.  

Local NCAC OA Lodge site:  https://wipit470.org/index.html 

 

https://oa-bsa.org/about/mission-purpose
https://oa-bsa.org/history
https://oa-bsa.org/about/organization-structure
https://oa-bsa.org/about/membership
https://oa-bsa.org/about/leadership
https://wipit470.org/index.html
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George Mason Chapter Order of the Arrow (OA) 
 

 
The George Mason Chapter of the O/A meets in person on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month at Thoreau Middle School from 7:30-8:30. (Same time/location as GM 
Roundtable.) 
 
George Mason Chapter will be helping to unload the Goshen Buses on July 8, 2023 
@ 9:30AM. Please come out and show your Cheerful Service to our District! 
 
Ordeals: 
 

• Lodge Summer Ordeal August 16- 18, 2023 – This Ordeal is GREAT for those 

Scouts who have a lot of Fall commitments! 

• Fall Fellowship, September 8-10, 2023 at Goshen Scout Reservation.  

• VA Central Ordeal – September 28 - October 1, 2023 Camp Snyder.  Ordeal 

registration page is here: https://wipit470.org/ordeal.html 

 

2023-2024 OA Election 

11/01/2023 – 05/31/2024 – Unit election season for Order of the Arrow  

Plan Unit campouts to allow your youth to meet election camping requirements now! 

 

Lodge Website:  Wipit470.org 

https://wipit470.org/ordeal.html
http://www.wipit470.org/
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Amangamek-Wipit Lodge – 2023 Calendar 

July 2023 
2 & 8 Goshen Week 2 Bus Loading Fairfax County Govt Ctr 

9 & 15 Goshen Week 3 Bus Loading Fairfax County Govt Ctr 

16 & 22 Goshen Week 4 Bus Loading Fairfax County Govt Ctr 

23 & 29 Goshen Week 5 Bus Loading Fairfax County Govt Ctr 

30 Goshen Week 6 Bus Loading Fairfax County Govt Ctr 

August 2023 
5 Goshen Week 6 Bus Loading Return Fairfax County Govt Ctr 

4-6 Vigil 1 Goshen S.R. (GSR) 

16 - 18 Lodge Sabbath-friendly Ordeal Camp William B. Snyder (CWBS 

20 LEC Pool Party CWBS 

September 2023 
8-10 Fall Fellowship CWBS 

9 LO&A at Fellowship GSR 

15 - 17 Rosh Hashanah   

24-25 Yom Kippur   

October 2023 

1 LEC 
Marriott Scout Service Center 
(MSSC) 

November 2023 
1 Unit Election Season Opens   

5 LO&A Virtual 

23 Thanksgiving   

TBD Vigil (2) TBD 

December 2023 
1-2 2023 Trade-O-Ree CWBS 

3 LEC MSSC 

3 Chapter Budgets and PMP packages due MSSC 

 

 



  
 

34 
 

 George Mason District Press 
July/August 2023 

 

“ Life without adventure would be deadly dull.” Baden-Powell 

 

 

  

Reporting Service Hours 

     NCAC Wipit 470 has provided a self-reporting online solution for any Wipit OA member, 
youth and adult, for service hours one performs.  You can report hours as many times 
during the year as one wishes. These hours help support the Wipit Golden Tooth Service 
Award. 

OA Service Hour Reporting - Online form for reporting all O/A service hours performed at 
the Troop/Crew/Ship level (all service hours worked for the Lodge or at Ordeals are 
recorded by event staff). This will help with tracking hours for Golden Tooth and other 
related awards. Units can choose to use the spreadsheet as an alternate way of submitting 
their data.  

 

Amangamek-Wipit Lodge – 2023 Annual Dues 

To attend any OA event or wear your sash and lodge flap, you must be a current dues-
paying member of our lodge!  For 2023, annual dues will be $14 until March 31, 2023 when 
they increase to $16 on April 1, 2022 (no fooling!).  Payment may be made by credit card or 
e-check. 

You will have an opportunity to make a contribution to help support our lodge activities and 
operations.  Become a Lodge Contributor by making a $100 contribution and receive our 
special Lodge Contributor patch and the satisfaction of knowing that you've 
dramatically helped further our mission of brotherhood, cheerfulness, and service. 

If you are transferring from another lodge, please visit the Membership Dues and Transfers 
page on the lodge website https://scoutingevent.com/082-MembershipTransfer and 
complete the Membership Transfer Form to pay your dues.   

Pay OA Dues 

 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354344&msgid=295478&act=A04B&c=1518147&pid=1663838&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwipit470.org%2Fservice-hour-reporting.html&cf=14346&v=187d52d70bc94e573c0d6c2e57c5381468eebc864170ecc82eba9f42ff451e5d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354344&msgid=295478&act=A04B&c=1518147&pid=1663838&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.3.basecamp.com%2Fp%2F9SSncLFUB4q1LdWgcV5Bed3X&cf=14346&v=3fc481da25a1f79c24166e7cb088a41a2a5203b9ab5c354b84f071f7631b1a66
https://scoutingevent.com/082-MembershipTransfer
https://www.ncacbsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Membership-Transfer-Form.pdf
https://wipit470.org/dues.html
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Sully District Golf Classic 2023 

National Capital Area Council Golf Classic 

Date:  September 22nd, 2023 

Time:  9:00AM 

Location: 

Twin Lakes Golf Course 

6201 Union Mill Road, Clifton, VA 20124 

 

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/6456 

 

 

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/082/appeal/6456

