			
		Announcements


 
	1. Life to Eagle Seminar - The George Mason District will host a Life to Eagle Seminar on Saturday, September 23. 2023 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. James Church in Falls Church, VA. Scouts, parents/guardians, leaders and other interested adults should register. 
1. Troop 1978G Webelos Event - September 9th at Marsden Tract Group campsite #6. It’s compass skills and Orienteering/Capture the Flag. If Webelos Dens are interested in attending, please have them contact me at mary.neuse@outlook.com.   
1. Troop 0152 Activity Day - 09/24/23 from 1pm - 3pm at Nottoway Park. Webelos/AOL Scouts, and boys 11-17 will learn about troop structure, first aid, and tent building. Ice cream will be served. Flyer. 
1. Troop 13 Recruiting Campout - November 11tth 1:30pm at Lake Fairfax campground. Email Scoutmaster_Troop13@outlook.com for more information. 
1. National Clean-up Day - Help us on 09/16/23 from 10am - 12 noon at Difficult Run Stream Park in Oakton. 
1. National Public Lands Day - Celebrate on 09/24/23 from 11am - 1pm at Difficult Run Stream Park in Oakton. 
1. Popcorn - Order dates are 10/06/23 and 11/03/23. Distribution dates are 09/23/23, 10/21/23 and 11/17/23. Pick-up location is 5918 Farrington Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304. Pick-up time is from 9am - 11am. 
1. 2024 NCAC Participation Fee - NCAC has released information on the NCAC fees for 2024 at https://www.ncacbsa.org/participation-fee/. This fee is in addition to the updated National BSA fee.
1. Financial Assistance Request Form - Is your unit, or a youth in your unit, needing financial support to attend scouting? Have a unit leader fill out and submit the Financial Assistance Request Form today! 
1. Join Scouting Resources - Unit resources are available on the web at https://www.ncacbsa.org/unit-resources/ 
1. NCAC support for Join Scouting - Contact the District Executive for signs, banners, flyers, pencils, stickers, etc. Note the listed timeframes for getting resources. Many items are available, but banners need to be reserved and flyers take 2-3 weeks to print. Note, use the default Cub/Scout flyers (in Unit Resources), with your meeting information, to expedite printing. Geofencing takes approximately 2-3 week (one week to setup and a couple of weeks to be seen by the parents in your area). 
1. NCAC Unit Account Information - NCAC has implemented a Black Pug module (called POS) that allows units to: 1) Deposit funds online into their unit account; and 2) Have a designated Controller who can go online and see balances, past transactions, and manage other trusted unit users. A PowerPoint with the information is here. 
1. Cub Scout Overnight Camping - Starting 09/01/23, Cub Scout Packs who are conducting their own overnight camping activities may now camp up to two consecutive nights. More information here. 
1. 2024 Annual Membership Renewal Handbook - The handbook for Charter Renewal can be found here. Training will be offered in October. 
1. Merit Badge Opportunities: Welding (9/10/23, Alexandria, VA) Innovation Academy (10/5/23-12/4/23 on Mondays, Alexandria, VA); Electronics and Welding (11/11/23; Alexandria, VA), Model Design & Building MB (02/11/24, Alexandria, VA), Welding and Composite Materials MBs (05/18/24, Alexandria, VA). 
1. Family Fall Camping - Camp Snyder: 10/20/23 - 10/23/23 ($35/camper) and 11/17/23 - 11/19/23 ($35/camper). Goshen 9/1/23 - 9/4/23 ($30/camper). 
1. Spooktacuar at Camp Snyder (10/27/23-10/29/23) - Council-wide Halloween event with hayrides, zombie run, archery, STEM activities, food, drink and craft vendors. https://scoutingevent.com/082-70773 
1. Wilderness First Aid - 10/21/23 - 10/22/23, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA; 11/18/23 - 11/19/23, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA; 12/16/23 - 12/17/23, Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 


1. Life to Eagle Seminar - The George Mason District will host a Life to Eagle Seminar on Saturday, September 23. 2023 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. James Church in Falls Church, VA. Scouts, parents/guardians, leaders and other interested adults should register. 
1. Troop 0152 Activity Day - 09/24/23 from 1pm - 3pm at Nottoway Park. Webelos/AOL Scouts, and boys 11-17 will learn about troop structure, first aid, and tent building. Ice cream will be served. Flyer. 
1. Troop 1539 Community Outreach/Recruitment - October 14th, 8am to noon at the Vienna Farmer's Market (Vienna Community Center). 
1. Troop 13 Recruiting Campout - November 11th 1:30pm at Lake Fairfax campground. Email Scoutmaster_Troop13@outlook.com for more information. 
1. Unit Charter Renewal (September activities) - Internet Advancement will open on 10/2/23 for Charter Renewal. To prepare, units should: 1)Conduct a membership inventory by 30 Sep; 2)Compare unit roster against official my.scouting.org roster; 3)Submit apps for individuals not on my.scouting.org roster – encourage online apps; 4)Identify member not returning in 2024; 5)Collect all fees; 6)Identify leaders for next year and get CR approval; and 7)Identify adults whose YPT expires before 1 Jan 2025 and encourage them to retake YPT now. 
1. Unit Charter Renewal Training (via Zoom) - Classes will be offered on 09/19/23 (Tues) and 09/28/23 (Thur) at 7:30pm. Note: only the Key 3 and Key 3 Delegates will have access to Internet Advancement. The 2024 Annual Membership Renewal Handbook is now available. 
1. Fall Camporee (10/20/23 - 10/22/23) - Sign-up by 10/02/23. We need 125 individuals signed up pay for the facilities. We will have full run of the camp including the water-front. Webelos welcome. 
1. High Adventure Committee Survey - HELP NEEDED FROM ALL George Mason Scouts BSA Troops & Venture Crews!! Please complete the Google Form survey on your units high adventure activities (even if your unit hasn’t done any). 
1. Range Safety Officer Training - What to assist your unit (and NCAC) with Shooting Sports? Become RSO trained. Contact brian.summers@verizon.net or go to the Shooting Sport Training page. 
1. Family Scholarship Application - Link 
Leader's Request for Scholarship for Youth or Adult - Link 
	Other Events in Northern Virginia


 
	1. 09/16/23 - Virginia Native American Festival, Great Falls, VA ($12) 
1. 09/23/23 - Falls Church Festival, Falls Church, VA 
1. 09/23/23 - Free National Public Lands Day (many locations) 
1. 09/23/23 - Mosaic Fall Festival, Fairfax, VA 
1. 09/23/23 - 11/07/23 - Cox Farm Festival, Centreville, VA ($) 
1. 09/24/23 - Naturefest in Runnymede Park, Herndon, VA 
1. 10/07/23 - Farm Day, Cherry Hill Farm House, Falls Church, VA 
1. 10/07/23 - Vienna Oktoberfest, Vienna, VA 
1. 10/07/23 - Fall Jubilee, Manassas, VA 
1. 10/14/23 - Fire Station Open Houses 
1. 11/19/23 - Underwater Bubble Show, GMU (Cubs, $$) 
1. GMU Observatory Tours/Inflatable Planetarium - Dr. Robert Parks 
1. Various - Flying Circus Airshow, Bealeton, VA 
1. Various - Rock Creek Park Planetarium, Washington, DC 
1. Various - Northern Virginia Astronomy Club 
1. Various - Fairfax County Parks Astronomy Programs 



	









