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Please plan to attend Roundtable Thurs. January 11, 

2024 at Thoreau Middle School, Vienna Va. 

 

  

USEFUL LINKS: 

NCAC Council Web site   National BSA     

GMD Web Site     GMD Upcoming Events   

GMD Roundtable (PW:  GMDRT)  GMD Training 

National Order of the Arrow     wipit470.org   

Pay OA Dues 

 

  

 

 

 

Welcome to this edition of the George 

Mason District Press. We e-mail this out 

bi-monthly to the BSA registered leaders 

in George Mason District; unit leaders and 

merit badge counselors – those who have 

their current YPT. 

George Mason District Leadership and its 

youth appreciate all of the hard work and 

commitment you provide to the youth of 

our community.  

Thank you. 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/
https://www.scouting.org/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/upcoming-events/district-events-listing/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/district-resources/roundtable/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/training/
https://oa-bsa.org/
https://wipit470.org/index.html
https://wipit470.org/dues.html
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Calendar of Events – Links included if available 

January 2024: 

01/06/2024 – OA Banquet, Samuel Riggs IV Alumni Center, 7801 Alumni Dr, College Park, 
MD 20742 

01/11/2024 – GM Roundtable, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

01/11/2024 – GM OA Chapter meeting, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

01/12/24-01/15/24 & 01/27/24-01/28/24 – NYLT - Session 24-1 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, 

VA NYLT 

February 2024: 

02/03/2024 – GM Virtual Life to Eagle Seminar, Registration  

02/08/2024 – GM Roundtable, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

02/08/2024 – GM OA Chapter meeting, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

02/24/2024 – NCAC University of Scouting, Hayfield Secondary School, Alexandria, Va 

March 2024: 

03/09/2024 – NCAC Commissioner College 
 
03/09/2024 – George Mason District Merit Badge Day, Fairfax Presbyterian Church, 
Fairfax, Va. Contact John Drisco at gmasonmeritbadgeday@gmail.com 

03/14/2024 – GM Roundtable, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

03/14/2024 – GM OA Chapter meeting, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

03/23/2024 – George Mason District Pinewood Derby, Fairfax Presbyterian Church,  
Fairfax, Va. 

03/23/2023 & 04/27-28/2024  – Back County Outdoor Leadership Skills (BCOLS), Lorton, Va  

 

 

 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/national-youth-leadership-training/
mailto:gmasonmeritbadgeday@gmail.com
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Calendar of Events(cont.) – Links included if available 

April 2024: 

04/11/2024 – GM Roundtable, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

04/11/2024 – GM OA Chapter meeting, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

May 2024: 

05/04/2024 – 19th NCAC Scout Orienteering Meet, PWD, Triangle, Va 

05/09/2024 – GM Roundtable, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

05/09/2024 – GM OA Chapter meeting, 7:30 PM, Thoreau MS, Vienna, Va 

05/31/2024 - 2023-2024 OA Unit Election Season CLOSES –      
   NO MORE OA UNIT ELECIONS for 2023-2024 after May 31, 2024. 

October 2024: 

10/11-14/2024 – National Capital Area Council and Mountaineer Area Council will host Climboree 2024  

at Camp Mountaineer near Morgantown, WV 

 

 

 

 

 

https://scoutingevent.com/082-2024ScoutOrienteering
https://macbsa.org/camping/camp-mountaineer/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Camp+Mountaineer/@39.5252536,-79.9010946,1147m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x884a9d407a75a571:0x4d21f893ea5d3034!8m2!3d39.5231971!4d-79.8984178?hl=en
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Chair’s Chat 

Happy New Year! Well, contrary to what I said in the last “Chat”, It looks like I 

am back for 2 more issues. Let’s get started. 

Let’s start with a quick recap of 2023: 

Program – Our district programs were very successful this year, especially 

our Merit Badge Day which operated at capacity, our exciting District 

Pinewood Derby, and our Fall Camporee which had record attendance. 

Service – We had another great year of service to the community with our 

Memorial Day Flags-In and our Scouting for Food drive. 

Membership – while our district did not grow this year, we have kept up high 

retention rates with our Scouts and units. Some of our units needed to find 

new charter partners and did so successfully. We have recruited 3 new people to our district membership 

team which will pay off in the year ahead.  

Marketing – We have continued to publish our district newsletter thanks to Mark Serfass and look forward to 

great things ahead with a new marketing chair to help move us ahead. 

Finance – We were able to meet and exceed our Friends of Scouting fundraising goal and grow our popcorn 

sales. 

Manpower – at our District Annual Meeting in November we were able to add 12 new members to our District 

Committee as well as enlisting ne chairs for the Membership and Marketing Committees. Additionally, we will 

have a new District Chair take over the reins at our March District Committee meeting. Thank you and good 

luck in your new position, Traci Yates.  

The new year is a time for resolutions. What is your resolution to Scouting? How will you help make Scouting 

better for your children, youth in your unit, and for the community? Our answer to those questions will 

determine the future of Scouting. 

I will see you on the train in 2024. 

Respectfully submitted,  

John Kilduff – George Mason District Chair - 732-610-4284         
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George Mason District Executive’s Chat 

 

"Happy Holidays! I'm so happy to be celebrating the 
new year and a whole year in scouting! It has been such 
an awesome and special experience. Not every DE gets 
to say they received such a warm welcome into the 
district. I am so happy to work with all of you and 
everyone has made it such a great experience. I can't 
wait to work more closely with all of you and to really 
be able to get our district and our units what they need! 
Thank you so much John, Rus, and our leaders for your 
patience and guidance this year I wouldn't have made 
it without all of your support.  

Here's to another Scouting Year!" 

 

Yours in Scouting, 

Liz Kohler | George Mason District Executive 

NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL 

Boy Scouts of America 

Serving youth in Fairfax City, Falls Church, & Vienna 

9190 Rockville Pike  

Bethesda, MD 20814 

(301) 214-9147 
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Unit Key-3 Training 

Adult Leaders with direct contact with the Scotus (i.e. Cubmasters, Scoutmasters, etc.) are highly 

encouraged to become fully “trained”.  To be “Trained” requires mostly on-line training which is 

available at your convenience.  There is one in=person course that is required for Scoutmasters and 

Assistant Scoutmasters – Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills (IOLS).  Requirements are 

discussed below. 

To be fully Trained for Committee Chairman, Chartering Organization Representative, and New 

Member Coordinator requires current Youth Protection Training (YPT) and completion of specific on-

line courses found at My.Scouting.org. (YPT expires after 2 years.  The other on-line training for these 

jobs does not expire.) 

To be fully Trained for Cubmaster: 

• Requires current Youth Protection Training (YPT). 
• Completion of Cubmaster specific training course available on-line at My.Scouting.org.  (This 

course is also available in-person at various places and on various dates around the Council.) This 
course does not expire. 

• Completion of the Hazardous Weather Course.  This course is only available on-line at 
My.Scouting.org.  It expires after 2 years. 

To be fully Trained for Scoutmaster: 

• Requires current Youth Protection Training (YPT). 
• Completion of Scoutmaster specific training course available on-line at My.Scouting.org.  (This 

course is also available in-person at various places and on various dates around the Council.) This 
course does not expire. 

• Completion of the Hazardous Weather Course.  This course is only available on-line at 
My.Scouting.org.  It expires after 2 years. 

• Completion of Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills (IOLS).  This course is an in-person class 
only.  It requires an overnight camping experience. It is available at various places and on dates 
around the Council.  It May be available at some summer camps.  It does not expire. 
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Unit Key-3 Training (cont.) 

 To be fully Trained for Venturing Crew Advisor: 

• Requires current Youth Protection Training (YPT). 

Don’t wait until the last minute to schedule your training, get started on it today!   On-line courses 

are at your convenience. 

Please contact me if I can be of assistance. 

 YIS, 

Roy De Lauder 

Training Chairman, George Mason District, NCAC 
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BOOK NOW FOR 2024 SEA BASE 

Sea Base is a unique Scouting program that offers aquatics programs found nowhere 
else. Whether your interests lie in sailing, scuba diving, rustic camping on an 

undeveloped barrier island, fishing or a combination of all, this is the place for your 
Troop, Crew, Sea Ship or Explorer Post. Sea Base serves around 16,000 participants 

annually. 

 

COVID-19 Update 
Please review our COVID-19 mitigation plan, policy updates, and medical checklist.  

VIEW UPDATES 

 

Registration Links 
2024 CREWS 

2025 CREWS 

https://events.scouting.org/form/CA03518863024475/
https://www.bsaseabase.org/about-sea-base/covid-19/
https://www.bsaseabase.org/scouts/register/2024-reservations/
https://www.bsaseabase.org/scouts/register/2025-high-adventure-reservations/
https://www.bsaseabase.org/scouts/register/2025-high-adventure-reservations/
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Coral Restoration 
The Sea Base coral nursery will grow up to 10,000 corals each year which Scouts will 

help grow, care for and plant on the reef.   

LEARN MORE 

 

 

 

Ocean Adventures Await. 
Sea Base offers 18 different programs at 4 amazing locations.  Our 

Main Sea Base in Islamorada, FL, the Brinton Environmental Center in 

Summerland Key, FL, St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Marsh 

Harbour, The Bahamas.   

  

 
 

Sea Base Registration is first come, first served.  

https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/NCFD/appeal/3531
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Summit Info Registration info Shop Online 

  

 

 

 

 

2025 SUMMER SEASON REGISTRATION OPENS JANUARY 18 - 9AM EST 

Get ready for an 

AWESOME summer 

adventure in 2025! 
Now is the perfect time to start planning your 2025 trip to the Summit to 

experience some of the best and most unique High Adventure in Scouting. 

We're opening up registration on January 18, 2024 and we want you to be 

prepared to start your adventure with us.   
 
 

 

 

 
 

CHECK OUT 2025 REGISTRATION INFO 
 

  

 

   

 

https://preview.mailerlite.io/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjk1OTYyLFwibFwiOjEwNzkzMzI5MzAwMTgzNjM2OSxcInJcIjoxMDc5MzMyOTQzODU5NTYyNjl9IiwicyI6IjkzMTJjMDg4ZmRhODQzOTQifQ
https://preview.mailerlite.io/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjk1OTYyLFwibFwiOjEwNzkzMzI5MzAwNjAzMDY3NCxcInJcIjoxMDc5MzMyOTQzODU5NTYyNjl9IiwicyI6IjRjZmQxZmZiNTRlZjk4MjgifQ
https://preview.mailerlite.io/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjk1OTYyLFwibFwiOjEwNzkzMzI5MzAyNDkwNTA0MyxcInJcIjoxMDc5MzMyOTQzODU5NTYyNjl9IiwicyI6IjIwZDc0NTgxYjQ1Yzc3YmEifQ
https://preview.mailerlite.io/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjk1OTYyLFwibFwiOjEwNzkzMzI5MzAzMDE0NzkyNCxcInJcIjoxMDc5MzMyOTQzODU5NTYyNjl9IiwicyI6ImQ3YmVhZGRkNjNiZTU3NjQifQ
https://preview.mailerlite.io/te/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjk1OTYyLFwibFwiOjEwNzkzMzI5MzAzMDE0NzkyNCxcInJcIjoxMDc5MzMyOTQzODU5NTYyNjl9IiwicyI6ImQ3YmVhZGRkNjNiZTU3NjQifQ
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George Mason District’s 

Annual Merit Badge Day 
Date: March 9th, 2024  

 Fairfax Presbyterian Church located at 10723 Main St, Fairfax, VA 22030 .  

 

Registration is now open on the Corsizio BSA George Mason District Events website:  

https://site.corsizio.com/a/5bf2f8e8e6dfc6f1ca7cbd64 

 

Unit Merit Badge Day Coordinator names and contact details are needed to be sent now to John Drisco at 

gmasonmeritbadgeday@gmail.com  

 

Encourage Scouts to get their merit badge books by December 31.  Read the requirements and start tackling 

“pre-work” by early January 2024.  

 

Note: The “pre-work” is not the same as a “prerequisite.”  The “pre-work” consists of tasks/activities that the 

Scout is advised to do in advance of the Merit Badge Day.  A Scout can still participate in the Merit Badge Day 

class if he hasn’t completed the pre-work but failure to complete the pre-work may mean the Scout leaves 

the Merit Badge Day with a partial badge.  A prerequisite is something that must be done in order to qualify 

to take the class.  The only prerequisite we are aware of for the George Mason Merit Badge Day is that the 

Scout must be a registered member of the Boy Scouts in a participating unit.  

 

Feedback at gmasonmeritbadgeday@gmail.com 

 

 

https://site.corsizio.com/a/5bf2f8e8e6dfc6f1ca7cbd64
mailto:gmasonmeritbadgeday@gmail.com
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Update for financial assistance from Deputy Scout Exec Lee Murdoch. 

All, 

Hope that this note finds you well.  I wanted to give you all an update on our Financial Support process to 
date. 

As we heard through the Participation Fee listening sessions creating an easier to access point for 
families to request financial support was a customer service enhancement that would be greatly 
appreciated.  We launched a new platform on September 1st, 2023 and have generated the following 
requests year to date: 

Moving forward, we will work to process updates and notify individuals every Friday to ensure there is no 
delay in the request and the unit’s ability to process their Recharter. 

At this juncture we believe that the appropriate communication reach will be to the individual family with 
a Courtesy Copy to the Unit Committee Chair.     

I know that many have been patiently waiting, and for that I thank you.  Thank You also to all the 
individuals and organizations that have graciously made financial gifts to ensure that NCAC has the 
ability to offer this critical support. Friends of Scouting support will continue to offset these costs in the 
years to come. 

 

Regards, 

 

Lee Murdoch 

NCAC Deputy Scout Executive 

Just an update on the Participation fee & Financial Aid. 
 
1. If a family is requesting Financial aid the family will get an email confirming they have received X 
amount of dollars.  They will be instructed to inform the Committee Chair and that amount should be 
deducted from the total check given to council for recharter. (Council is working on being able to send 
Committee Chairs list of Financial aid recipients) 
 
2. If a family has 3+ kids families will need to coordinate with unit leaders to deduct 4th+ participation fee 
from recharter. If children do not share the same surname as each other or parents please provide that 
information with recharter packages. 
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October 11-14, 2024 
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Join us in October 2024 for two full days of 
climbing, high ropes challenges, shooting 
sports, and Dutch oven cooking!  

 

The National Capital Area Council and Mountaineer Area Council will 
host Climboree 2024 at Camp Mountaineer near Morgantown, WV 
on the long holiday weekend from October 11 to October 14, 2024. 
SAVE THE DATES! 

• Climbing and rappelling on natural rock 
• 60-foot climbing tower 
• Bouldering on gritstone walls 
• Guided challenge course sessions 
• Big Zip quarter-mile zipline 
• Rifle, shotgun, and archery ranges 
• All-day, hands-on Dutch oven cooking class 

$30 per participant for a weekend of tent camping and adventure. 
We will not provide meals. Save our flyer and watch for our 
registration announcement in early April. Email 
NCAC.Climboree@gmail.com to join our contact list. 
 

We hope to see you there! 

 

https://macbsa.org/camping/camp-mountaineer/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Camp+Mountaineer/@39.5252536,-79.9010946,1147m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x884a9d407a75a571:0x4d21f893ea5d3034!8m2!3d39.5231971!4d-79.8984178?hl=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k8Ai7ayn82_xzH8M4UjanQHRtXBSRa46/view?usp=drive_link
https://scoutingevent.com/082-Climboree2024
mailto:NCAC.Climboree@gmail.com
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https://scoutingevent.com/082-76291 

 

 

 

 

  

https://scoutingevent.com/082-76291
https://storage.3.basecamp.com/3958009/buckets/15488814/recordings/6708237479/email/download/BAh7CEkiCGdpZAY6BkVUSSIoZ2lkOi8vYmMzL0Jsb2IvNTUzNjYyNTkwP2V4cGlyZXNfaW4GOwBUSSIMcHVycG9zZQY7AFRbB0kiCmVtYWlsBjsAVGwrCKeU148BAEkiD2V4cGlyZXNfYXQGOwBUMA==--97df78ed9b23b53992c133f4260842cf3ba323e3/University%20of%20Scouting%20StD.jpg
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Training 
Local NCAC Leadership Training:  GMD Training 

Cub Scout:  

• Cub Leader Position Specific (C40) 
o Available on-line (117 min) 

• Cub Scout Den Leader Specific (C42) 
o Available on-line (125 min) 

Scout: 

• Scoutmaster Position Specific Training(S24) 
o Available on-line (192 min) 

o Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills (IOLS; S11) 
▪ 11/18/23 – 11/19/23, Lorton, VA 

o Back Country Outdoor Leadership Skills (BCOLS) 
▪ 03/23/24 & 04/27/24-04/28/24 
▪ 10/05/24 & 11/02/24-11/03/24 

Chartering Organization Representative (CR; D72) 

• Available on-line (48 min) 

District: 

• Commissioners 
o Available on-line (305 min) 

Miscellaneous: 

Climbing Level 1 Instructor Training 

Community Emergency Response Training 

• Fairfax County CERT training – take your Emergency Prep to the next level by attending 
the CERT – Contact: Jeffrey Katz (Volunteer Liaison, 703-246-3926) 

Den Chief Training (C31) 

• Available on-line 

https://www.ncacbsa.org/george-mason/mainpage/training/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://my.scouting.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/082-iolsfall23
https://my.scouting.org/
https://fairfaxcountycert.org/
mailto:fire.cert@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://my.scouting.org/
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Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Scouting 

•  Available on-line (30 min) 

First Aid/CPR/AED 

• Campaign Pay It Forward (30% discount – use code “Scouts”) 
• American Red Cross – Blended Courses (2.5 hr online, 1.75 hr classroom) 
• Stop the Bleed– How to stop bleeding in a severely injured person 
• Until Help Arrives 
• (See Wilderness First Aid) 

Mental Health First Aid – Understand mental illnesses, seek timely intervention, 
and save lives 

• Various 

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT; S78) 

• 01/12/24-01/15/24 & 01/27/24-01/28/24 – Session 24-1 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, 

VA 

• 06/16/24 – 06/21/24 – Session 24-2 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

• 06/23/24 – 06/28/24 – Session 24-3 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

• 07/28/24 – 08/02/24 – Session 24-4 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

• 07/28/24 – 08/02/24 – Session 24-5 – Camp Snyder, Haymarket, VA 

 
Outdoor Ethics/Leave No Trace (D78) 

• Outdoor Ethics Newsletter 

Wilderness First Aid/CPR/AED (N02) 

 

 

Science Technology Engineering & Mathematics (STEM)/NOVA 

• Scouting at Home – STEM 
• NOVA Awards to do at home 
• STEM in Scouting – Online Activities 

https://training.scouting.org/courses/SCO_1800
https://campaignpayitforward.com/booking/
https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/cpr/cpr-training/cpr-certification
https://www.stopthebleed.org/
https://www.acep.org/uha/take-a-course/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-board/training/mental-health-first-aid
https://www.ncacbsa.org/national-youth-leadership-training/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/national-youth-leadership-training/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/national-youth-leadership-training/
http://www.mynylt.org/
https://www.scouting.org/topics/scouting-at-home/scouting-at-home-stem/
https://bsastemnova.org/resources-for-units
https://bsastemnova.org/online-resources
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• STEM Scouts – YouTube Channel 
• STEM Scouts – Facebook Channel 
• NASA STEM 
• Scout Life – Science Fun! 

University of Scouting 

• 02/24/2024  (2023 Course Materials available on Basecamp) 

Wilderness First Aid/CPR/AED (N02) 

• www.campaignpayitforward.com, (833) 273-6263, info@campaignpayitforward.com 
• www.wildsafe.org, (855) 505-1700 or (703) 444-9468 – Clif 

Castleman – clifton@wildsafe.org 
• www.onthetrailfirstaid.com, (410) 456-6861 – Saleena DeVore 

– saleena@onthetrailfirstaid.com 
• www.ETRsafety.com, (703) 771-6092, info@ETRsafety.com 

• www.solowfa.com, (434) 326-4697, courses@solowfa.com 
• https://www.rei.com/events/a/outdoor-skills-wilderness-medicine 
• www.wfa.net, (703) 836-8905, Chris Tate – chris@wfa.net 
• Troop 1430 – South Riding VA (ECSI), Dallas Cecil – dkcecil@earthlink.net – (571) 969-

1592 
• Venturing Crew 80 – Alexandria VA (ARC), Michael Martin (Associate Advisor) 

– CPRAEDFAWRFA@comcast.net 

Wood Badge (A90) 

• 04/12/24 – 04/14/24 & 05/04/24 – 05/05/24 
• 10/14/24 – 10/15/24 & 10/05/24 – 10/06/24  

Youth Protection Training (YPT)  Online (72 minutes) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/user/STEMScouts
https://www.facebook.com/watch/STEMScoutsATX/
https://www.nasa.gov/stem#.Xo5fuabyOEY.facebook
https://scoutlife.org/tag/science/
https://3.basecamp.com/3958009/buckets/25194874/vaults/4402534141
https://www.ncacbsa.org/youth-protection-program/


  
 

19 
 

 George Mason District Press 
January – February 2024 

 

Council Virtual Roundtable | NCAC Camping Programs 2024  

Meet your NCAC experts and learn about the amazing camping programs and outdoor adventures 

NCAC has for our Scouts!  

• Goshen Scout Reservation - Elisabeth Warren 
• Camp William B. Snyder - Ryan Alford 
• Camp Catoctin - Sean Byrne 
• Camp Howard M. Wall - Laura Kuras 
• Day Camp & Twilight Camp - Kelly Wratkowski 

Breakouts for Cub Scouts and Scouts BSA will begin at 8:00 PM 

Zoom Meeting Details  

• Link: bit.ly/ncacvrtnov2023 
• Meeting ID: 886 9737 8679 
• Audio Only: 301-715-8592 

If you have any questions about this event or Roundtables, please contact Bill Desmond, our NCAC 

Roundtable lead via Basecamp Ping Bill or via email at bspd1438@aol.com 

 

Bryan N. Martin Firvida | Council VP for Marketing & Communications | Assistant Council Commissioner | 

Council Champion, BSA Scoutbook User Advisory Council - National Capital Area Council 

email: bryanscouting@gmail.com  

 

NCAC VRT - NOV 2023.pdf 925 KB • Download  

NCAC VRT - NOV 2023.png 821 KB • Download  

https://www.gotogoshen.org/
https://www.gotosnyder.org/
https://campcatoctinbsa.org/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/camp-wall/
https://www.ncacbsa.org/day-camp/
mailto:bspd1438@aol.com
mailto:bryanscouting@gmail.com
https://storage.3.basecamp.com/3958009/buckets/16577595/recordings/6681299936/email/download/BAh7CEkiCGdpZAY6BkVUSSIoZ2lkOi8vYmMzL0Jsb2IvNTUxMDAwMTg1P2V4cGlyZXNfaW4GOwBUSSIMcHVycG9zZQY7AFRbB0kiCmVtYWlsBjsAVGwrCOCLPI4BAEkiD2V4cGlyZXNfYXQGOwBUMA==--04ac6bdb279b3bd24b143ebf055770e00c23da59/NCAC%20VRT%20-%20NOV%202023.pdf
https://storage.3.basecamp.com/3958009/buckets/16577595/recordings/6681299936/email/download/BAh7CEkiCGdpZAY6BkVUSSIoZ2lkOi8vYmMzL0Jsb2IvNTUxMDAwMTkxP2V4cGlyZXNfaW4GOwBUSSIMcHVycG9zZQY7AFRbB0kiCmVtYWlsBjsAVGwrCOCLPI4BAEkiD2V4cGlyZXNfYXQGOwBUMA==--06777abc960e27df29269acc6f4139d07bce6d72/NCAC%20VRT%20-%20NOV%202023.png
https://storage.3.basecamp.com/3958009/buckets/16577595/recordings/6681299936/email/download/BAh7CEkiCGdpZAY6BkVUSSIoZ2lkOi8vYmMzL0Jsb2IvNTUxMDAwMTg1P2V4cGlyZXNfaW4GOwBUSSIMcHVycG9zZQY7AFRbB0kiCmVtYWlsBjsAVGwrCOCLPI4BAEkiD2V4cGlyZXNfYXQGOwBUMA==--04ac6bdb279b3bd24b143ebf055770e00c23da59/NCAC%20VRT%20-%20NOV%202023.pdf
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Thanks to all our amazing staff, participants, parents and supporters who made 
our five 2023 courses a success!! 

2024 NYLT 

Planning is already underway for five more courses next year at Camp William B. 
Snyder. Information and Registration will be available soon as we create space for 
more participants and staff to have extraordinary NYLT experiences! 

Schedule- 
24-1 Jan 12-15; Jan 27-28, 2024 (both weekends) 
24-2 June 16-21, 2024 
24-3 June 23-28, 2024 
24-4 July 28-Aug 2. 2024 
24-5 July 28-Aug 2, 2024 

Registration will open in the Fall and will be announced through NCAC distro and 
on Facebook. 
   

* Staffing Opportunities 
Youth who have completed NYLT and will be at least 14 years old can apply for 
staff. This is an amazing opportunity to join a motivated team of youth trainers. 

Apply for Staff 

 

   

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30602477&msgid=300118&act=3467&c=1518147&pid=1672754&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeS9LKeus5z0VpjZqimLSnbDggVonXi40XvEuEKOJBJ3uMsHQ%2Fviewform&cf=14363&v=2d66649ec354f653b51a915f28b3a053852671856e599a76c4aadc5483c1e79a
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  2024 Journey to Excellence  

https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/ 

Journey to Excellence is the Boy Scouts of America program to help Packs, Troops, Crews, Ships and Posts to 

plan, monitor and evaluate their performance and their ability to serve youth.   There are specific criteria for the 

unit to plan and accomplish. These standards are reviewed each year and revised standards are published. 

The 2024 Journey to Excellence Standards are now available. 

Please share with us your thoughts about JTE and any suggestions that you have for improvement. Please sent 

them to jte@scouting.org 

National Assessment and Evaluation Committee 

Boy Scouts of America 

2024 links are found here: 

https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/ 

  

 

https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/
mailto:jte@scouting.org
https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/
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Merit Badge Program 

 

The Scouting BSA is a movement dedicated to supplementing and enlarging the education 
of youth. As a vital part of the BSA’s advancement plan, the merit badge program is one of 
Scouting’s basic character-building tools and plays a key role in the fulfillment of this 
educational commitment. There are over 100 different merit badges in the program.  
Upcoming events will be listed below: 

• Online Merit Badge Courses - Watch video, fill out workbook, contact Counselor 
• Parktakes (select "Scouts" from the Category of Activity) 
• MeritBadge.Info - Various MB Days throughout the country 
• Fly Fishing Merit Badge Program, Northern Virginia 
• Merit Badges Scouts can complete at Home 

Current Merit Badge Counselors and Guidelines: 
The current roster of merit badge counselors is provided periodically to the Scoutmaster 
of each troop.  If a scout needs information about a specific merit badge, the scout can 
contact their troop leadership or the George Mason Merit Badge Dean (note emails 
should include two adults - no one-on-one contact for electronic media). 

To become a Merit Badge Counselor: 

You can apply online here (note, please ensure you have a current YPT before filling out 
application).  When you are done with the application, send the MB Dean your list of MBs 
using the Merit Badge Counselor Information Sheet.   

Any questions or concerns please contact the District's Merit Badge Dean: 

Margee Egan at margee.egan@gmail.com 

 

https://www.hoac-bsa.org/scoutconnect
https://fairfax.usedirect.com/fairfaxfcpaweb/Activities/Search.aspx
http://meritbadge.info/
http://www.ncacbsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/BSA-Flier.pdf
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2020/03/20/merit-badges-for-social-distancing/
https://my.scouting.org/VES/OnlineReg/1.0.0/?tu=UF-MB-082gm23
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34405.pdf
mailto:gm.mb.dean@hotmail.com
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George Mason Chapter Order of the Arrow (OA) 
 

The George Mason Chapter of the O/A meets in person on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month at Thoreau Middle School from 7:30-8:30. (Same time/location as GM 
Roundtable.) 

Lodge Annual Banquet 

01/06/2024 – OA Banquet, Samuel Riggs IV Alumni Center, 7801 Alumni Dr, College 
Park, MD 20742 

2023-2024 OA Election Period 

11/01/2023 – 05/31/2024 – Unit election season for Order of the Arrow  

 

Lodge Website:  Wipit470.org 

Ordeal registration page is here: https://wipit470.org/ordeal.html 

Reporting 2023 Service Hours 

     NCAC Wipit 470 has provided a self-reporting online solution for any Wipit OA 
member, youth and adult, for service hours one performs.  You can report hours as 
many times during the year as one wishes. These hours help support the Wipit 
Golden Tooth Service Award. 

OA Service Hour Reporting - Online form for reporting all O/A service hours 
performed at the Troop/Crew/Ship level (all service hours worked for the Lodge or 
at Ordeals are recorded by event staff). This will help with tracking hours for 
Golden Tooth and other related awards. Units can choose to use the spreadsheet 
as an alternate way of submitting their data.  

 

 

http://www.wipit470.org/
https://wipit470.org/ordeal.html
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354344&msgid=295478&act=A04B&c=1518147&pid=1663838&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwipit470.org%2Fservice-hour-reporting.html&cf=14346&v=187d52d70bc94e573c0d6c2e57c5381468eebc864170ecc82eba9f42ff451e5d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=30354344&msgid=295478&act=A04B&c=1518147&pid=1663838&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.3.basecamp.com%2Fp%2F9SSncLFUB4q1LdWgcV5Bed3X&cf=14346&v=3fc481da25a1f79c24166e7cb088a41a2a5203b9ab5c354b84f071f7631b1a66
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Pay OA Dues 

 

https://wipit470.org/dues.html
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Amangamek-Wipit Lodge – 2024 Annual Dues 

To attend any OA event or wear your sash and lodge flap, you must be a 
current dues-paying member of our lodge!  For 2024, annual dues will be 
$14 until March 31, 2024 when they increase to $16 on April 1, 2024 (no 
fooling!).  Payment may be made by credit card or e-check. 

 

You will have an opportunity to make a contribution to help support our 
lodge activities and operations.  Become a Lodge Contributor by making a 
$100 contribution and receive our special Lodge Contributor patch and the 
satisfaction of knowing that you've dramatically helped further our mission 
of brotherhood, cheerfulness, and service. 

 

Pay OA Dues 

 

If you are transferring from another lodge, please visit the Membership 
Dues and Transfers page on the lodge website:  

https://scoutingevent.com/082-MembershipTransfer 

and complete the Membership Transfer Form to pay your dues.   

 

https://wipit470.org/dues.html
https://scoutingevent.com/082-MembershipTransfer
https://www.ncacbsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Membership-Transfer-Form.pdf

